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e LGguzst cs is. the study of human language, and’ has
seve ral major,dzvzszons- formal: lznguzstzcs, soczolznguzstzcs,_
psycholznguzstzcs ’andxapplzed lznguzstzcs.\Formal linguistics. is: the
3 gL “or:the= evelopment of theories about how language
ork andgzs organized: Within formal: lznguzstzcs there are three
jo: schools'of ‘thought: tradztzonal structural, ‘and -
generatzve/transformat;onal grammar.hThe principal: areas’ of study
within ‘the 1eld are' honetzcs, phonology, morphology, syntax, ‘and

' stics is:the study of ‘language as.a social and
: ind includes the’ study of ‘language variation,
e ‘and social ;nteractron, language attztudes,,and language
ing. Psycholznguzstzcs is the: study of ‘the’ relatzonsth between
uisticiand’ psychologzcal ‘behavior;, ‘including first and second
lang‘ geﬁacquzsxtzo, hegrelatzonsth of language and’ cognztzon, and
‘whi -humans ‘store and retrieve. linguistic
inguistics 'is concerned with the use of -
1dings for: ‘the solution of practzcal problems
yeryday language matters such as- language
education, development of grammars and alphabets
T unwrztten lang‘ages, lexxcography, legal matters 1nvolv1ng
n uage, and speech syntheszs and recognztzon. (MSE)
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EARINGHOUSE ON LANGUAGES AND LINGUISTICS |

What Is Linguistics?

Knowledge of -

\ 1s drfferent from l:nowledge of a language Iust as

oo. ‘can a speaker use a language w1thout _any ‘

consciou knowledge of its’ ‘internal st;ructure And conversely.

and understand the rntemal structure of a language

» As’ ‘in any
; <,veral ma_|or drvrsrons thhrn the field of

tudytng ‘3the elements common amo'tg them,’ seek to discover the most
-efficient way to describe language in general. The ultimate goal of this

is: a "universal grammar"--the development of a theory to
‘fexplarn how ; the human brarn .processes language Wrthrn formal‘

A typrcal definition ina”

a person. place, or thing.": ”Adjectrve
d "

WAFullToxt Provided by ERIC

Déeéhiber, ; 1936 :

‘, produced by the vocal apparatus (the lungs, vocal cords tongue. teeth
-etc.) and provides a framework for their classification. Two practical
“applications of phonetics are speech synthesis; - the" reproduction” by

*mechamcal means of the sounds produced in human language; and -

~ .speech recogmuon. ‘the developtng capacrty of computers to comprehend, :
o spoken input.

-~ Phonology. Phonology is concerned wrth the analysxs ‘and
description of the meaningful sounds uttered in the production of human
language, and how those sounds function in different languages. The 3
letter "p", for example can be pronounced in several different ways: - an

" English speaker interprets these different pronuncrauons asone sound,
- whereas a speaker of some other language ‘might rnterpret t

pronunciations ‘as two or more sounds. It i is phonologrcal analysxs
such as this that allows'the foreign language teacher 0 -pinpoint and
correct students’ pronuncratron drfficultres 1n the forergn la guage
classroom.. : ‘
Mornhology Morphology is the study of the structure of WOl’dS'
Morphologrsts study minimal ‘meaning units, or morphemes. and
investigate the possible combinations of these units in a- language

- form words. © For example. the word 1mperfectrons" is composed of -
* four morphemes: - -im+perfect+ion+s.. - The root, perfect" s
- transformed from an adjective into a noun by the addruon of "1on" made

negatrve with "im" and plurahzed by "s". : Z
‘Syntax. ' Syntax is the study of the slructure of sentences

“ Syntacticians describe how words combine into phrases and clauses and
“how these combine to form sentences. For example; "I found a coin

yeste‘dny" is embedded as a relative clause in "The coin which I found
yesterday is. qurte valuable - Syntactrcrans descrrbe the rules for «

. converting the first sentence mto the second. .

. Sementics. Semantics i is the study of meamng in language The

. rgoal of semantic ‘study is'to exnlain how sequences of language are

matched with their proper meanings and placed in certain environments

e by speakers of the language ‘A demonsl:ratton of the 1mportance of |
_:,meamng to the grammar of a language is the followmg well-known
- example from Chomsky (1957): - Colorless green tdeas sleep furtousl
- Thisisa grammatical sentence; but because semantic components ha
been 1gnored, 1t is meamngless in ordtnary usage

Socioltnguistics , : : :
: Socrohngurstrcs is the study of language asa socral and cultural

' »phenomenon ' Studies of language ‘variation, language and soci

interaction, language attitudes .and ‘language - plannrng are .major
drvrsrons within the subfield of socrolrngurstrcs PR
Language Vartatt'on Languag varratron is'a term used

. descnbe the relat:tonshrp between the use of hngursuc forms. geography.
-and certain socral tegones uch as
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: 'ial Interactwn Language and socxal

vol es mxcroanalysls of doctor-pauent interaction by'
y. what 1s sald, but also the duratxon between tums,‘

physxologrcal naturanon and begms to decay around the t1
puberty. . The. innateness - hypothes1s
generatlve/u'ansformatlonal school of lin gulstxcs

- 'Such descriptions of language acqursmon are fur

. exploring how adults acquire language. - It appears that most a.dults le

language through memonzatlon and positive-negative relnforcemen '
manifestation of the behavxonst model. ‘Whether this is a result of the

‘decay of the innate ability descnbed above, or a result ‘of other
~ psychological and cultural factors is a question of great interest to

psycholmgurst Recent evidence that the innate’ ability to le
language may. only be suppressed after puberty could lead to unportant

_innovations in the treatment of language dlsorders and in teach'

foreign languages to adults.
Verbal Processmg ‘Verbal processmg mvolves ~four

’ spea.kmg. \understandmg, readmg and wntmg, and 1mplres both

* infinitely long, there are constraints placed on them by ur proces ng

capabllmes, as well as on certmn structural charactens

ran into the hole", we have some difficulty sorting out. "The mouse the
cat the dog bit chased ran into the hole.” Why this is so, ‘in’ terms ‘of
cognition, percepuon and physxology, is a ma_|or concem of t ‘
psycholmgulst : : :

Applied Ltngutstu:s Lo ' ‘
The ﬁndmgs of lmguxsucs, like the findmgs of any other theoretical
study, can be applred to the solution of practical problems, as wel

“innovations in everyday areas involving language Such

the concem of applied hnguisucs o .
Some of the many positive conr.nbutlons of applr
the development of first and second language teachmg methodolog1

~ practical literacy work; the development of alphabets 'and’ grammars for

unwritten languages, drctronary compxlatron (lexrcography). the
expert witnesses in legal cases mvolvmg langu age;’ ‘the developm nt of
special teaching strategies for speakers of non-stindard Englrs

- speech synthesls and speech recognmon (desmbed above)
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